Large Business/Technical

The University of Texas at Austin

OVER THE PAST DECADE, NEW CONSTRUCTION ON THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN CAMPUS HAS DRIVEN UP ELECTRICAL USE BY MORE THAN 25 PERCENT.  AMAZINGLY, UT’S POWER PLANT HAS SATISFIED THE GROWING DEMAND WITHOUT INCREASING FUEL CONSUMPTION.

Dr. Pat Clubb

UT Vice-President, Employee and Campus Services
We want to be a good citizen in Austin and central Texas and frankly it saves us money. 

THE FOCUS FALLS LARGELY ON THE SHOULDERS OF UTILITIES DIRECTOR JUAN ONTIVEROS. 
Voice of Juan Ontiveros

UT Director of Utilities & Energy Management

We have equipment that goes back all the way to 1945.

WHEN HE ARRIVED A DECADE AGO, ONTIVEROS INHERITED A PLANT THAT TIME HAD PASSED BY.

Juan Ontiveros
We were a manually operated plant.  We had no digital controls.  So the first step was we had to start automating our plants.
ONTIVEROS WORKED WITH HIS ENGINEERING TEAM TO DEVELOP A REAL TIME DISPATCH MODEL THAT PRECISELY MANAGES EQUIPMENT.

Kevin Kuretich

UT Power Plant, Associate Director

The way this is built, it’s built around how can we use the least amount of gas.

CUTTING GAS CONSUMPTION SAVED MONEY, WHICH WAS SPENT ON ADDITIONAL UPGRADES FOR THE PLANT.  IT’S A BUSINESS MODEL IN WHICH EVERYONE WINS.

Dr. Pat Clubb
We not only are going to cut all of our emissions which is good for the environment, but it also allows us to pay for these.

Juan Ontiveros

We’ve created this culture of savings and efficiency, and to actually see it get an award for it, you know it’s kind of gravy.

