Government

City of McAllen

THE CITY OF McALLEN HAS PARTNERED WITH LOCAL BUSINESSES TO CONVERT OLD PRODUCE INTO COMPOST FOR NEW CROPS.  SO WHEN THE GOOD GOES BAD….

What we think is not good, we take it out.
LUIS VIDAL PREPARES THE REJECTS FOR A SECOND LIFE.   THE ROTTING FRUIT AND VEGETABLES ARE LOADED INTO A TRUCK AND CARTED OFF BY THE CITY OF McALLEN TO ITS COMPOST FACILITY.

Al Serrano

Wal-Mart Marketing Manager
They told us that they were lacking a few ingredients to enhance the quality of the compost.
Ouina Rutledge

Recycling Manager, City of McAllen

It really wasn’t a compost, it really wasn’t a mulch…

McALLEN RECYCLING MANAGER OUINA RUTLEDGE SAYS THE ABSENCE OF DECOMPOSING PRODUCE HAD THREATENED THE PROGRAM.

Ouina Rutledge

They wanted to shut down the compost facility and start incinerating our brush because we weren’t selling our compost, and that was directly due to the fact that it was a poor product.
Roy Custodio

Composting Coordinator, City of McAllen

When I started working here, it was really a mess ….

COORDINATOR ROY CUSTODIO SAYS NOW THEY HAVE IT DOWN TO A SCIENCE.

Roy Custodio

We turn the windrows at least two to three times a week, and in between, we monitor it every day, the temperature, and after six weeks it’s ready to go.

McALLEN’S “SAVE THE GREENS” PROGRAM IS THE FIRST OF ITS KIND IN SOUTH TEXAS.  THE COMPOST IS IN HIGH DEMAND BY ORGANIC FARMERS, NURSERIES, AND LOCAL GARDENERS.

Barbara Storz

Texas AgriLife Extension Service

Their product is the best …..

AS LOCAL GROWERS WILL TESTIFY, THE CITY HAS PLANTED A FORMULA FOR SUCCESS.

